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African-American Asthma Statistics

e From 2001-2003, about 3,121,000 African-Americans reported that they
currently have asthma.t

e Compared with white children, black children have a 260% higher ED
visit rate, a 250% higher hospitalization rate, and a 500% higher death
rate from asthma.?

e Through 2005, black children had an asthma prevalence rate 60%
higher than white children.?

e African-Americans were three to four times more likely than whites to be
hospitalized for asthma, and were four to six times more likely to die
from asthma. 3

e African-American women have the highest asthma mortality rate of all
groups, more than 2.5 times higher than Caucasian women.?

e Non-Hispanic blacks had an asthma attack prevalence about 30%
higher than non-Hispanic whites.*

e Asthma is 26% more common in African-American children than in white
children.®

e African-Americans are five times more likely to seek care at an
emergency room for asthma than Caucasians.®

e Insured African-Americans with asthma are more likely than insured
whites to be hospitalized for asthma-related health conditions and are
less likely to be treated by an asthma specialist.”
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