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Women & Lung Cancer 

Catch Your Breath®: A Women & Lung Health Initiative 

 
• One in 17 women will develop lung cancer in her lifetime. More than 80,000 

American women are affected by lung cancer each year, and more than 70,000 die 
from it each year. It is the leading cancer killer of women in the U.S.1 

 
• Lung cancer incidence rates have been significantly declining among men, while 

increasing among women. In the past 30 years, the lung cancer incidence rate has 
decreased by 9% for men, while increasing 143% in females2. 

 
• Sixty five percent of those that die from lung cancer due to secondhand smoke are 

women3. 
 
• The five year survival rate for lung cancer is 15 percent compared to an 88 percent 

survival rate for breast cancer.1 
 
• In 1987, the deaths from lung cancer surpassed deaths from breast cancer,1 yet 80% 

U.S. women mistakenly believe that breast cancer is the leading cancer killer 
among women4. 

 
• Research indicates that women who smoke have a higher risk of lung cancer than 

men who smoke of the same age and same history of smoking5. 
 
• Despite the higher mortality rates, lung cancer research is under funded, compared 

to other cancer sites. In 2005, approximately $1,825 was spent on research per 
lung cancer death, compared with $23,474 per breast cancer death, $14,369 per 
prostate cancer death and $5,216 per colon cancer death6. 
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