
 
 

 
 
 
 

      
 Latino Asthma Epidemic 

 
• Approximately 2 million Hispanics in the U.S. have asthma and Puerto 

Ricans are disproportionately impacted.1 
 
• In 2002, over 1.7 million Hispanic Americans reported that they 

currently have asthma and 1.1 million experienced an asthma attack in 
the past year. 2 

 
• In Chicago 34% of Puerto Rican and 14% of Mexican children have 

asthma.3 
 

• Puerto Ricans had a current asthma prevalence rate 125% higher than 
non-Hispanic white people and 80% higher than non-Hispanic black 
people.4 

 
• The prevalence of asthma attacks is highest among Puerto Ricans.5 

 
• Hispanics may have an elevated risk for exposure to air pollution since 

a disproportionate number live in areas failing to meet one or more 
national standards for air pollutants. (It is estimated that 80 percent of 
Hispanics live in areas that failed to meet one U.S. EPA air quality 
standard, compared to 65 percent African Americans and 57 percent of 
Whites.)6 

 
• Approximately 15% of all Latinos in the US live within 10 miles of coal-

fired power plants.  These 5.5 million Latinos have an elevated risk of 
developing asthma and other respiratory conditions from continuous 
exposure to the pollutants released by these facilities.7  

 
• Puerto Rican children with asthma were more likely to be sensitized to 

both indoor and outdoor allergens than were white children with 
asthma.8 

. 
• Hispanic children with asthma were 39% less likely than white children 

to have a specialist visit for asthma and 41% less likely to receive a 
follow-up visit within 5 days of being seen in the ED for asthma.9 
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