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National Asthma Epidemic

e Everyday 40,000 people miss school or work due to asthma.*
e 30-40 million kids play organized sports each year.?

e Nearly 5 million asthma sufferers are under 18. It is the most common chronic childhood
disease, affecting more than one child in 20.3

e Asthma Accounts for one-quarter of all emergency room visits in the U.S. each year, with
2 million emergency room visits.*

e In 2005, 5.2% of children had at least one asthma attack in the previous year (3.8 million
children). Nearly two of every three children who currently have asthma had at least one
attack in the past year.”

e Asthma-related visits to physician offices have increased sharply since the early 1990s,
from fewer than 40 visits per 1,000 children under 18 in 1990 to 89 visits per 1000 in
2004.

o 4261 Eeople died from asthma, among which 187 were children aged 0-17 years old in
2002.

e An estimated 200,000 to one million children with asthma have their condition worsened
by exposure to environmental tobacco smoke. ’

e Children with asthma are 39% more likely to have had an asthma attack in the past year
than adults with asthma.®

e Non-Hispanic blacks were the most likely to die from asthma, and had an asthma death
rate over 200% higher than non-Hispanic whites."

e African Americans are 3 to 4 times more likely to visit the ER, to be hospitalized, and to
die because of asthma compared to whites with asthma.’

e The total annual cost of asthma is estimated at $16.1 billion dollars.*°
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