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Cary Resident Survives Three Lung Collapses,
Now Climbs Hancock

Determined not to let serious lung ailments get him down, Dan Breen, a Cary, Ill.
resident, is preparing for avigorous physical challenge just months after histhird lung
collapsein ayear.

On February 24, 2008 Dan Breen will join 4,000 other climbers participating in Hustle
Up the Hancock, a fundraiser benefiting lung disease research sponsored by Respiratory
Health Association of Metropolitan Chicago.

A marathon runner, Dan, 24, considered himself in top shape when in August of 2006,
Dan suffered the first of three lung collapses within a year.

He suffered another lung collapse in January and athird in July of 2007. Immediately
following the third collapse, doctors performed surgery that involved burning the lining
of hislung so that the scar tissue would keep his lung attached to the inner wall of his
chest.

Three months later he competed — and completed — the Chicago Marathon.

On Sunday, February 24 he'll be climbing the 1632 steps of the Hancock to raise money
for lung disease research and education.

“Hustle Up the Hancock is special for me. It’s aphysical challenge — that also advances
lung disease research, something | care about deeply,” said Breen.

Dan has begun an exercise regimen of intense cardio and stair climbing exercisesand is
actively seeking good places to run up some “real” stairs. Heis also appealing to family
and friends to support his climb and help raise money and awareness for the cause.

Individuals wishing to support Dan Breen in his climb can visit www.lungchicago.org,
click on the Hustle Up the Hancock icon, then Search/Sponsor a Climber and type Dan
Breen.
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Hustle Up Hancock, one of the most popular stair climbs in the United States, is expected
to raise more than $1,500,000 for research and education programs of the Respiratory
Health Association of Metropolitan Chicago.

RHAMC has been alocal public health leader since 1906. Known previously as American
Lung Association of Metropolitan Chicago, the Association ended its affiliation with the
national office on July 1, 2007, and now operates as an independent lung health charity
with alocal board of directors. Visit www.lungchicago.org or call 312-243-2000 for more
information.
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