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We’re delighted that on January 1, 2008, Illinois will become the 22nd smoke-free state in 
the country.   
 
A smoke-free Illinois will bring many health benefits.  Based on experience in other states 
that have gone smoke-free, we can expect lung cancer rates and heart attack rates in Illinois 
to drop by 20%.  That is good news for bar and hospitality workers, seniors and people with 
respiratory illnesses who now will be protected from secondhand smoke.  Beginning 
January 1, parents can take children to restaurants without fears of triggering an asthma 
emergency.   This is a great victory for public health.  
 
We need to remember the many volunteers, health and community organizations, churches 
and legislators who made this day possible.  We take pride in the pivotal role the 
Respiratory Health Association of Metropolitan Chicago played in its passage. Many of our 
volunteers have been working for this legislation for more than twenty years.  
 
We also are grateful to the courageous restaurateurs who were among the first to go smoke-
free.  Their message was clear: the health of workers and guests must come first.  
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